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What Neighbourhood Watch Does

The first thing to remember is that every member of a Neighbourhood Watch (NW) scheme is a volunteer. They choose to join because they want to do something about crime in their community. In high crime areas this means helping to reduce the incidence of crime and, where it’s low, making sure it stays low.  NW is also a partnership between those volunteers, the police, local sponsors and the Rushcliffe Community Safety team.

Watches are known for keeping their eyes open and reporting any suspicious activity to the police, who can then take action. Watch members are not vigilantes or have-a-go heroes, and they’re not intended to be. They have a role, and leave apprehending the bad guys to the police, who are trained for it.

Of course, crime will happen no matter how vigilant people are. The NW has SmartWater kits that members can use to mark invisibly appliances such as computers, TVs, DVDs and other valuables.  That way, if they’re stolen and recovered, they can be returned to their rightful owners. NW officers work closely with the police Beat Officers and the Crime Reduction Manager and can offer advice to make residents feel safer, and to reduce the possibilities of burglaries and car theft.  
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Perhaps the greatest contribution the Watch can make is to allow people to feel safer and more confident in their own homes. That really is an important factor. People shouldn’t have to live in fear, especially the elderly, and knowing the Watch is looking out for them can relieve a lot of community stress. It increases the sense of trust in the community and a community spirit that also makes the area a better and safer place to live.

In fact, the mere existence of a Neighbourhood Watch can act as a crime deterrent. Prospective criminals know they’re going to be observed and their details noted if necessary, and the Neighbourhood Watch sign at the head of the street acts as a warning. Additionally, police will take a tip from an experienced NW volunteer seriously and react quickly.

If there are crime trends in the local area, the police will alert Watch members, who can pass on the news, which means local people are often ahead of the criminals and therefore prepared.  The Rushcliffe Community Neighbourhood Alert messaging system is a valuable element in this process; it’s free and easy to join by visiting www.rushcliffecommunity.co.uk
If you are not already a member of the Bingham NW scheme then please think about joining.  

Contact us at mail@bingham-watch.com
